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Pastor John Cento’s Meeting – Saturday July 16 2022 

Speaker: Marc Whelan 

 

All verses from the Amplified Classic Edition (AMPC) 

EXCEPT for the study of Matthew 8:1-3, where we look at 

both the AMPC and WUEST Translations. 

 

Book information for the WUEST Translation (Classic 

Translation of the Greek New Testament): 

• Kenneth S. Wuest 

• ‘The New Testament – An Expanded Translation’ 

• ISBN 0-8028-0882-4 

• Amazon Link 

• NOTE: The back cover also states “His other works 

include the four-volume Word Studies in the Greek 

New Testament, of which this volume is a part.” 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0802808824/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_5E61BARM501YPRANQ470
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John 17:3.  Jesus is talking to his Father and 

says: 

3 And this is eternal life: [it means] to know 

(to perceive, recognize, become acquainted 

with, and understand) You, the only 

true and real God, and [likewise] to know 

Him, Jesus [as the] Christ (the Anointed One, 

the Messiah), Whom You have sent. 

 

It is the Lord’s desire, His Will, that you 

would experience what He has already 

promised you in His Word. That you would 

experience Him, to come to Know Him, to 

remain in divine health, have your soul 

prospering etc. 

 

God didn’t give us all an equal measure of 

faith to use on only one event in our lives: to 

believe in His Son and receive eternal life. He 

gave us this faith to use in everyday life, for 
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ourselves and for others…… Others who don’t 

even believe in God or don’t know Him well 

enough. 

 

So today the central focus is how we can be 

more confident in our faith that God’s Word 

will come to pass by not just knowing the 

Word of God, memorizing it, speaking it over 

situations, but by 

Knowing His nature, and His HEART 

behind things. 

You can only truly trust a person once you 

get to know them. 

We are used to being cautious with strangers, 

and somewhat with other believers too. But 

we should not place God in the same lineup 

as people.  

Because the truth is, He has never failed us 

like fallen humanity has time and time again. 
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We can sometimes have a tendency to write 

our own scriptures based on our daily 

experiences. This is leaning on our own 

understanding instead of God’s 

understanding in His Word. 

 

So, it is one thing to know Scripture, 

but…..has knowing the Word of God caused 

us to Know Him to where you begin to know 

his Ways and his Thoughts on things? 

 

Abraham was known as a friend of God and 

had a close relationship with Him. Likewise, 

Moses, who had a desire to know God’s Ways. 

 

Exodus 33:12-13 (AMPC): 

12 Moses said to the Lord, See, You say to me, 

Bring up this people, but You have not let me 

know whom You will send with me. Yet You 
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said, I know you by name and you have also 

found favor in My sight. 

13 Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found 

favor in Your sight, show me now Your way, 

that I may know You [progressively become 

more deeply and intimately acquainted with 

You, perceiving and recognizing and 

understanding more strongly and clearly] 

and that I may find favor in Your sight. And 

[Lord, do] consider that this nation is Your 

people. 

 

But how is it conceivable that Moses can know 

the Lord’s ways if the Lord’s Ways and 

Thoughts are not ours? 

We know this verse is quoted often: 

 

Isaiah 55:8 
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8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord. 

 

It is a verse that some lean on when they 

cannot understand why something has 

happened to them. It is usually that the person 

doesn’t understand their identity in Christ, 

and/or does not know the Lord’s heart. 

 

But if we look at the verse, the first word is 

“For”.  The “For” as the first word refers to the 

preceding statement, the preceding verse: 

 

Isaiah 55:7 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the 

unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him 

return to the Lord, and He will have love, 

pity, and mercy for him, and to our God, for He 

will multiply to him His abundant pardon. 
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Are WE wicked? Are WE unrighteous?  No, the 

believer beholds the righteousness of God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:16 says that the believer has 

the mind of Christ. 

 

So, I suggest to you it is possible to get to 

know and understand some of the Lord’s 

ways and thoughts, especially now we are in 

Sonship with God. 

 

Once we know His nature, His heart, we 

know His intentions, His inclinations towards 

things. This can help us believe more firmly 

in an expected outcome that His Word 

promises for us, such as being healed. 
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I’ll give you an example: 

We are going to examine the passage about 

the story of the one leper who came to Jesus 

in Matthew 8 verses 1 to 3, with the same 

passage translated into English from the 

earliest Greek transcripts. 

 

Text bold emphasis added by the speaker 

 

Matthew 8:1-3 AMPC: 1 When Jesus came 

down from the mountain, great throngs 

followed Him. 

2 And behold, a leper came up to Him 

and, prostrating himself, worshiped 

Him, saying, Lord, if You are willing, 

You are able to [a]cleanse me by curing 

me. 

3 And He reached out His hand and 

touched him, saying, I am willing; be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+8&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-23348a
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cleansed [b]by being cured. And 

instantly his leprosy was cured and 

cleansed. 

 

Matthew 8:1-3 (WUEST) 

1 And having come down from the mountain, 

great crowds followed with Him. And, behold 

a leper, having come, fell on his knees, and 

touched the ground, with his forehead with 

an expression of profound reverence, before 

Him, saying, Master, in the event that you 

may be having a heartfelt desire, you are able 

to cleanse me.  And having stretched out His 

hand, He touched him saying, I am desiring 

it from all my heart. Be cleansed at once. 

And immediately his leprosy was cured by 

being cleansed away. 

 

Romans 12:3 says that God has given each of 

us a measure of faith…. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+8&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-23349b
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So we need to determine how to use this faith 

so effectively, to the point where there is no 

room for any doubt or unbelief to creep in. 

The result will be what the Word of God says 

will happen. 

 

God watches over his word to perform it: 

Jeremiah 1:11-12: 

11 Moreover, the word of the Lord came to 

me, saying, Jeremiah, what do you see? 

And I said, I see a branch or shoot of an 

almond tree [the emblem of alertness and 

activity, blossoming in late winter]. 

12 Then said the Lord to me, You have 

seen well, for I am alert and active, 

watching over My word to perform it. 

 

We can memorize scripture, we can quote it, 

but when we quote it, are we doing it with 
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a confident assurance of its expected 

result? 

1 Corinthians 3:9 says we are fellow 

workmen (joint promoters, laborers 

together) with and for God. 

So think about this. Imagine you are standing 

side by side with God, knowing that as His 

Word is spoken from your vocal chords, He 

will watch over His Word that we speak in 

faith, not doubting, and then He will perform 

it. He will establish it. Jesus said in Mark 

11:23 that the mountain that you speak to 

without doubting, will be moved for you. He 

didn’t say you would move it yourself. But he 

also didn’t say that HE would speak to it. WE 

are to speak to it, and HE will move it.  This is 

a partnership as a joint-heir with Christ. 

So, our faith can be stronger when we trust in 

the one who inspired this Word. 
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The Word of God helps us understand the 

nature of the Lord's heart. For example, let’s 

just take His limitless mercy and grace. 

Mercy is the act of withholding deserved 

punishment 

Grace is the act of endowing unmerited 

favor. 

 

When we begin to see and experience 

circumstances in our daily lives that only 

could have happened because God arranged 

it..... That is where you now have the tangible 

evidence of God's nature in your personal life 

in combination with your understanding 

about God from his Word. 

 

The biggest mistake of mankind as recorded 

in one verse. 

Genesis 3v6...... 



  13 
 

   
 

6 And when the woman saw that the tree 

was good (suitable, pleasant) for food and 

that it was delightful to look at, and a tree 

to be desired in order to make one wise, 

she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave 

some also to her husband, and he ate. 

 

God punished both of them as well as the 

serpent. But he could have finished humanity 

in that moment. But His patience, his 

longsuffering, his love, He allowed humanity 

to continue on even though it was in a fallen 

fragmented state. 

Of course, we know that eventually the sin of 

mankind had spread.. 

 

Genesis 6:5-7 

5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth, and that every 
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imagination and intention of all human 

thinking was only evil continually. 

  6 And the Lord regretted that He had 

made man on the earth, and He was 

grieved at heart. 

7 So the Lord said, I will destroy, blot out, 

and wipe away mankind, whom I have 

created from the face of the ground—not 

only man, [but] the beasts and the 

creeping things and the birds of the air—

for it grieves Me and makes Me regretful 

that I have made them. 

 

Of course we know that God’s eyes were 

roaming to and fro upon the earth and He 

found Noah, a man after his heart, and 

arranged for the flood of the earth and a 

massive reset button. 
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So God is like us. We are created in his image. 

He has emotions. We have emotions. We 

grieve. He grieves. His Spirit grieves when we 

do things unbecoming of us as Sons of God. 

The Father’s nature is represented in His Son 

Jesus. We know this from several verses: 

 

Heb 1v3.....  3 He is the sole expression of 

the glory of God [the Light-being, the 
[a]out-raying or radiance of the divine], 

and He is the perfect imprint and very 

image of [God’s] nature, upholding and 

maintaining and guiding and propelling 

the universe by His mighty word of 

power. When He had by offering Himself 

accomplished our cleansing of sins and 

riddance of guilt, He sat down at the right 

hand of the divine Majesty on high, 

 

John 14:8-9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=heb+1%3A3&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-29965a
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8 Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the 

Father [cause us to see the Father—that is 

all we ask]; then we shall be satisfied. 

9 Jesus replied, Have I been with all of you 

for so long a time, and do you not 

recognize and know Me yet, Philip? 

Anyone who has seen Me has seen the 

Father. How can you say then, Show us 

the Father? 

 

So when we see the scores of people Jesus 

healed and set free when he was walking the 

earth, we know that this was the Father’s will 

also. 

 

John 5:19 

19 So Jesus answered them by saying, I 

assure you, most solemnly I tell you, the Son 

is able to do nothing of Himself (of His own 
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accord); but He is able to do only what He 

sees the Father doing, for whatever the 

Father does is what the Son does in the same 

way [in His turn]. 

 

 

John 6:38 

38 For I have come down from heaven not to 

do My own will and purpose but to do the 

will and purpose of Him Who sent Me. 
 

 

John 15:14: 

14 You are My friends if you keep on doing 

the things which I command you to do. 

 

What did Jesus command us to do? 

 To love the Lord thy God with all of our 

heart, soul, mind and strength 
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 And to love thy neighbor as thyself… 

 

Well, what would you want to be done for 

you if you needed help?  

…. To know about Jesus and His Word 

…. To get well again and be healed 

… To be rid of demons so that you are no 

longer held captive 

… To be raised from the dead if it wasn’t your 

time yet 

… To eat if you are hungry 

… To be clothed if you are naked 

… To be cared for if you are a widow or an 

orphan 

 

These are loving your neighbor activities, and 

since we are doing unto Jesus when we do 
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unto the person in need, we’re also loving on 

God too and He is glorified. 

 

Jesus instructed His disciples to preach 

about, and is is the Great Commission of the 

Lord, that he commands us to do in Mark 16 

and Matthew 28. 

Indeed, in Matthew 28:20 we get to see that 

it’s all of us who are on the hook for this.  

20 Teaching them to observe everything 

that I have commanded you, and behold, I 

am with you [a]all the days 

([b]perpetually, uniformly, and on every 

occasion), to the [very] 

close and consummation of the 

age. [c]Amen (so let it be). 
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Exercise: 

So now that we know the Lord’s heart on 

healing, and that He desires it with all of his 

heart, let us pray for one another in the time 

we have left. 

Be confident that the Lord has fully paid for 

your neighbor’s healing, the Lord fully 

desires it with all his heart, and he has bore 

the sickness already (see Matthew 8:17). 

Speak to it, tell it to go, in faith, with no doubt 

or unbelief, knowing God really wants the 

person set free! 

Tell the sickness to leave their body, tell both 

legs to be the same length and watch the Lord 

grow the shortest one! 

You are operating in the ministry of 

reconciliation ….. believing by faith that their 

body will be reconciled back to the way it 

needs to be – in divine health. 
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Trust in God that he will move whatever that 

mountain is, for you. 


